
WELCOME TO WORSHIP!

 

Lord, Increase Our Faith
Which Totally Depends on You

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

October 23, 2022

Welcome To Worship
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here. 
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.

It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes 
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also 
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the 
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening 
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find these things and 
answer any other questions.

Service Notes For This Sunday
Last week we heard Jesus ask, “When the Son of Man comes, will he find 
faith on the earth?” (Luke 18:8). As we consider Jesus’ question, it might 
be easy to assume that any decrease in faith we observe in the world 
corresponds with an increase in secularism and disdain for God’s Word. 
That type of unbelief certainly can be observed in our world. However, 
today we see there is another type of unbelief, a type that looks upright 

and moral. The absence of the faith Jesus seeks isn’t always complete and total rejection of God 
or the Bible or even Jesus. It is possible for someone to have respect for Scripture and Christ, yet 
ultimately trust in his own goodness when it comes to his relationship with God. It is natural for 
us to want to believe that our relationship with God revolves around our obedience to his 
commands. We desperately desire to believe that, if we just apply the right spiritual advice and 
effort, we can earn God’s approval and eternal inheritance. This, too, is unbelief, just as much as 
paganism or secularism. This week Jesus uses God’s law for its chief purpose: to expose sin and 
crush our natural pride. In Christ’s hands God’s law is a powerful tool used to shape in us the 
faith he seeks—one totally dependent on God to do what only he can do.

Copyright Information
Setting Three from Christian Worship. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New 
International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights 
reserved worldwide. Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. Created by Christian Worship: 
Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 
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The Service: Setting Three
Setting Three begins on page 188 of the blue hymnal.

Welcome

Hymn 699 Take the World, but Give Me Jesus

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just 
    and will forgive us our sins 
    and purify us from all unrighteousness.
 
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father, 
    I am sinful by nature 
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. 
    I have not loved you with my whole heart; 
    I have not loved others as I should. 
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever. 
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins 
        with his innocent suffering and death. 
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who 
gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called 
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Lord, Have Mercy CW 190

Tune: © 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
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Glory to God in the Highest CW 191
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Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman. Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray. Lord, keep your household, the church, in continual godliness, and set us free 
from all adversities that, under your protection, we may serve you with true devotion and holy 
deeds; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Be seated
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First Reading Deuteronomy 10:12–22
The Israelites had been and always would be dependent on God’s grace.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day 90C We Live, O Lord, within Your Grace

7 Lord, let your work to us be shown,
your glory by our children known.
Your favor rest on us each day;
establish all our work, we pray.

8 O Father, Son, and Spirit, be
our dwelling place eternally,
and when the mountains are no more,
your name we ever will adore.

Text: Stephen P. Starke. Tune: G. A. Hennig. Text: © 2011 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: License no. 130005105
Tune: © 2006 G. A. Hennig, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Second Reading 1 John 2:15–17
Love God and depend on him, not on the world.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
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Gospel Acclamation Matthew 22:37

Pastor sings:
Love the Lord your God with / all your heart
and with all your soul and with / all your mind.

Refrain
Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Gospel Luke 18:18–30
We depend on God because what is impossible for us is possible for him.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

Children’s Message

Hymn of the Day 510 In Christ Alone

Sermon

Stand

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 
there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Be seated

Connect Card
Please take a moment now to fill out a Connect Card.

8:00 - New Member Welcome – Ken & Sue Brester

Prayer of the Church
Today, the prayer will be offered by individual petitions. Each petition will end this way:
 
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
 
The final petition will end this way:
 
...who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Offering
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of 
thanks to him. If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an 
electronic option, you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will 
connect you with our website’s giving page.

Musical Offering

Hymn 828 Where Your Treasure Is
Please join to sing the refrain.

Stand
Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us 
by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, 
guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
 hallowed be your name,
 your kingdom come,
 your will be done
  on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
 as we forgive those
 who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
 and the glory are yours
 now and forever. Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Hymn 816 I Am Trusting You, Lord Jesus
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Take Home/Bible Study Questions 

1. Our Gospel reading comes from the middle verses of Luke 18. Go back and read the 
previous two accounts—the Pharisee and the Tax Collector and Jesus Loves the Little 
Children. In what ways do these accounts and the reading for today go hand in hand? 

2. Luke 18:27 is a well-liked passage and is often quoted as comfort when overcoming difficult 
things in this life. However, based on the immediate context, what does Jesus have in mind 
in verse 27? For what reasons is this even more comforting than when it's quoted for 
obstacles in this life?

3. In Deuteronomy 10 Moses is retelling all that the Lord has done for Israel to encourage 
them to follow the Lord. We have not been delivered from literal slavery, however God has 
done much for us too. Make a list of all that the Lord has done for you. In what ways does 
that affect your life moving forward?

4. Read 1 John 2:15-17. Based on these verses and your own experience, for what reasons is it 
foolish for us to “love the world or the things in the world?” In what ways can you direct 
your daily focus away from the love of the world and toward the love of the Father?
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News & Announcements

This Sunday’s Bible Study:
Dementia and Alzheimer’s 
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM
For the google meet link, contact a pastor.

Call Meeting Set Nov. 1 | 6:00 PM 

A call meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, Nov. 1 at 6:00 pm. Although we had planned to call a 
1st-2nd grade teacher, we will now be calling a principal. Mr. John Melso has expressed a desire 
to teach full-time. He will step down as our called principal, effective at the end of this school 
year. Please not that this meeting is at 6:00 pm.  This is just before our regular unfied board 
meetings, so may people will be coming to the church that evening anyway.  Please see the 
monthly newsletter for more details on this call and how it effects our school, and please keep 
our school, our staff, and this call in your prayers.

More “Trunkers” Needed  Oct. 31 | 4:30-6:30 PM

We could use more vehicles in our parking lot for Trunk-or-Treat 
on Halloween night. Lots of family visit our parking lot for this 
event. The more “trunkers” we have the more fun it is for the kids. 
If you have a trunk (or tailgate) and a bowl of candy, you qualify. 
We would love to have a couple dozen trunks for the kids to visit. 
To volunteer, please sign up at the Ministry Table in the Welcome 
Center. Although we have some donated candy, you should plan to 
giveaway at least 300 pieces. 

Double the Fun                                 Oct. 29 | 4:00-6:00 PM

As part of a joint effort to reach our community, St. Paul’s has invited members of Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church to be a part of our Trunk-or-Treat, and we are invited to be a part 
of their Trunk-or-Treat. Good Shepherd’s event is Saturday, Oct. 29 from 4:00-6:00 pm. If you 
would like to give out treats, please call 715-325-3355 to let them know you are coming. You are 
also welcome to take your kids to their events even if you aren’t volunteering.
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Can You Help? 

The Craft and Bake Sale (Nov. 5 and 6) is quickly approaching 
so it’s time to be planning what you are willing to donate to 
this sale. Cookies, breads, cakes, bars and other scrumptious 
treats will be needed along with home canned goods. Our sale 
will not be complete without the creative items donated by 
our talented artists and crafters.  Thank you all in advance for 
your willingness to donate your creations.

Two-For-One Nov. 5 | 10:00 AM

Due to an estate gift, we were able to purchase 150 new 
hymnals to replace the red hymnals in our church pews. On 
the same morning as the Craft & Bake Sale, you can volunteer 
to help with the process of removing the old hymnals, 
breaking in the new hymnals, and putting the new hymnals in 
the pews. So make it a two-for-one; shop at little at the sale 
and then help a little at the hymnal work day!

Save the Date Dec. 4 | 6:00 PM

Ladies, please mark your calendars: This year’s Advent by Candlelight celebration will take place 
on Sunday, Dec. 4 at 6:00 pm. In addition to attending, please consider serving as a table hostess.  
The hostess signup sheets will be available in the Welcome Center starting October 30. 

Meal Kit Challenge
We have had several people respond already to our challenge to put together “meal kits” for our 
in-house food pantry. A meal kit is everything needed to make a complete meal, from the canned 
meat to the vegetable and everything in between. Ideas include: canned ham, boxed cheesy 
potatoes, and vegetable; canned chili (no beans), tomatoes, chili-flavored beans, and crackers; 
canned chicken, gravy mix, stuffing mix, and a vegetable. Meal kits make it easier for the pastors 
to put together a bag of groceries for a family in need. Donations can be brought to the office or 
placed in the bin across from the mailslots. We hope you take the challenge!

Area Youth Meet Tonight Oct. 23 | 5:45-8:30 PM

Tonight is the area WELS Youth Night at Northland Lutheran High School in Kronenwetter. 
Teens will enjoy an inspiring evening of games, music, prayer, Bible message, small group 
discussion, and fun with other high school students - public, private, and home school. This 
event is free, and pizza will be provided. 
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Help with the Community Thanksgiving Dinner Nov. 23 & 24

Help is needed on Nov. 23 & 24 to prepare, serve, and deliver meals as part 
of the Community Thanksgiving Dinner hosted at our church. Clean up 
help is also needed. We are doing carry out only meals, with delivery to 
qualifying individuals, on Thanksgiving Day between 11:00 am and 1:00 pm. 
Each of the last two Thanksgivings, we have served over 500 meals, so this is a much needed 
ministry in our community. Please consider volunteering by contacting Nicole Sukow at 715-
572-4629.  

This ministry provides a traditional Thanksgiving dinner to those who either can’t afford one or 
have difficulty preparing large meals for themselves. There is no cost to the recipients; all costs 
are covered by donations from the community. To receive a meal, individuals must call 715-575-
9610 between Nov. 7 and Nov. 14 (9:00 am-4:00 pm) to make a reservation. A pick up time will 
be assigned when you make your reservation. Home delivery is available to those living in 
senior/assisted living centers, those who are homebound, and those who receive Meals on 
Wheels. If you know of someone who benefit from this meal, please share the details.

We will also need donations of cookies and bars. Be sure they are sturdy items that will hold 
their share well during transport.  Unfortunately, that means no pies. We also ask that no items 
contain nuts. Donations can be brought to the kitchen on Nov. 23.

Learn About Our New Audio Mixer Oct. 23 | 9:15 AM

Larry Klish has been busy installing our new audio mixer.  If anyone would like to view the new 
equipment and possibly learn to use it, Larry be available between services on October 23 to 
demonstrate it to you. 

Special Prayers This Week:
  Edna Haferman will celebrate her 98th birthday on Saturday, Oct. 29. 
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Calendar October 23-30

Sunday          8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Bible Study Room
9:15 AM Sunday School for 3K thru 6th grade

10:30 AM Worship 
5:45 PM WELS Youth Night at NLHS

Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word
4:30 PM Choir practice in the balcony 
6:30 PM Stephen Ministers Peer Group in The Resource Center 

 

Wednesday 8:55 AM School Chapel Service
6:30 PM Bible Book Group in the Bible Study Room
6:30 PM Foundations of the Christian Faith in the Resource Center

Thursday 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop

Sunday    8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Bible Study Room
9:15 AM Sunday School for 3K thru 6th grade

10:30 AM Worship 

Attendance & Offering Report  
Last Week’s Attendance:  215

Anticipated offerings YTD: $  284,234
Actual offerings YTD:          $  205,012

Upcoming Events
Oct. 27-28 ~ Teachers’ Conference in Milwaukee
Oct 30 ~ Reformation Sunday 
Oct. 31 ~ Trunk-or-Treat
Nov. 1 ~ Call Meeting
Nov 5 & 6 ~ Craft & Bake Sale
Nov 6 ~ All Saints Sunday
Nov. 9 ~ Veterans Day Observance

Do not love the world 
or anything in the world. 

– 1 John 2:15
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www.stpaulswr.org

311 14th Ave S | Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 | 715-421-3634 | churchoffice@stpaulswr.org

Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz  | 920-689-3036  | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org 


